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71.         OS5.  °fi'Y 


July  1?,  193? 


||    A.  $m  rle 
900  'owlln*-  Hlvd. 
an  Lo-ndro ,  Gel if . 

uy  de  r  Miss  dearie: 

Thank  you  wery  much  for  your  kindness 
in  informing  us  concerning  the  T  incoln  relics. 

Te  hare  a  great  rrany  originals  and  re 
orints  of  the  New  York  Herald  for  April  15,  1865. 

"  e  are  haipy  to  le^rn  of  the  locket 
which  you  have  in  joxvr  oossession  p.nd  will  make  a 
record  of  it  for  our  files. 

3 inc.  rely, 

_____ _ Cir'.ctor 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


LA77/H 


eh  "it 


September  1,  193? 


Mrs.  Jonnie  C.  Wilder  Cornell 
603  Vest  140th  St. 
New  York  City 

■f  dear  Urt.  Cornell: 

If  you  will  write  to  the 
!T*  w  York  City        you  will  be  able  to 
obtain  an  article  on  the     1e  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's wardrobe. 

This    rticle  is  in  the 
.  :bruary  8,  1930  issue. 

Yery  sincerely, 

m0tm _____  Director 
Lincoln  Historic  1  ^ese  rch  Fouai  tion 


^arch  10,  1939 


Mrs.  John  f.  Irion 
612  Eighth  Avenue 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

My  dear  Mrs.  Irion: 


Having  had  occasion  to  correspond  with  Mrs. 
Doctor  Otto  Schmidt  it  has  recalled  ftp  very  pleasant 
visit  with  you  while  in  Fort  forth.  1 

Have  Just  reached  ray  A«§k  af'er  an  absence 
of  two  months  so  I  aa  writing  to  thank  you  for  your 
fine  hospitality  shown  me  while  in  For'  Worth,  and 
trust  that  you  and  your  very  attractive  young  friends 
whom  I  met  at  your  home  may  find  time  to  go  through 
sorae  of  your  mother's  papers  and  see  if  there  are 
Lincoln Ufce- s  which  you  think  we  might  wish  to  acquire 
for  our  collection. 

It  is  qulfce  likely  I  will  see  Mrs.  Schmidt 
within  the  next  few  days  and  I  will  be  v^ry  happy 
indeed  to  recall  my  pleasaft  visit  with  you. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAW: KB  Director 


Mrs.  John  Walker  Irion  -  612  Eigntli  Avenue 


Fort  Worth,  Texas 


My  dear  Dr.  ..'arren 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  very  fine  book.  How  I 
wish  my  dear  mother  could  have  read  it  too.  I  have  delayed 
writing  "because  I  wanted  to  read  it  to  the  very  last  page 
before  writing  and  I  am    now  sending  my  very  sincere  thanks 
and  congratulations. 

I  notice  early  in  the  book  you  say  that  the  aunt 
ilancy  Lincoln  married  a  Brumfield  .  Did  you  know  that  one 
of  the  old  ./arren  family  of  Springfield  married  a  man 
named  Obe  Brumfield  Caldwell  from  Danville  Kentucky. On  the 
death  of  his  wife  he  went  back  to  Danville  and  is  now  living 
there  in  the  old  home  at  Danville. The  coincidence  of  the 
old  Kentucky  family    and  the  name    and  the  place  of  res- 
idence rather  struck  me.  If  you  do  not  know  these  people 
and  wished  to  communicate  with  them  I  am  sure  that  Mr 
Caldwell  would  be  very  glad  to  see  or  hear  from  you  as  he 
is  an  old  friend  of  my  mothers  and  my  own. I  understand  that 
he  has  rather  taken  the  drink  rovte    but  he  is  a  very  nice 
man  and  they  must  have  many  old  papers  and  traditions  in 
the  old  house.  I  think  he  lives  with  an  old  maid  sister  or 
nerha-os  two  of  them. 

Is  your  young  daughter  interested  in  the  Lincoln 
affairs.?.  I  would  like  some  time  to  give  the  brooch  that 
;  ;ary  Edwards  gave  my  mother,  Which  was  the  nroperty  of  Mrs 
Lincoln, to  some  one  who  would  appreciate  having  it    for  the 
historic  interest.  I  have  no  children  and  no  near  relatives 
who  would  specially  care  for  it. 


We  enjoyed  the  Lincoln  poems  .  Dr.  Irion  was  much 
interested  in  the  bear  hunt  .Our  little  peetess  would  have 
used  them  on  her  radio  hour  on  Lincolns  birthday  but  ^oor 
thing  had  a  bad  case  of  the  flu  and  as  she  is  tubercular  it 
is  a  serious  matter  with  her  when  anything  like  that  happens 
to  her.^he  is  much  better  now  and  has  gone  bac    to  her  radio 
work  • 

I  have  had  several  people  tell  me  how  much  they  enjoyed 
your  talks  here  in  Fort  Worth. 

Several  people  who  have  seen  the  Lincoln  play  in  Mew 
York  have  asked  me  many  questions  about  the  authenticity  of 
it  but  as  I  have  never  read  the  play  and  my  knowledge  of 
Lincoln  is  more    one  of  absorption  than  study  I  really  cant 
answer  them.  Have  you  read  or  seen  it  and  what  do  you  think 
of  it. 

I  hope  that  before  very  long  you  will  come  back 
to  xort  Worth  and  we  can  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  aga 
Very  sincerely 


March  21,  1939 


Mrs.  John  Irion 
612  Eighth  Avenue 
fort  Worth,  Tsxas 

My  dear  Mrs.  Irion: 

Bae:  at  my  desk  agai%. after  another  short  itinerary  I 
find  your  letter  and  I  am  pleased  indeed  to  learn  that  you 
enjoyed  the  book. 

; While  in  New  York  I  ha^   the  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
new  Lincol|a  play,  which  I  thin:-  is  a  very  fine  one/ 

I  thini-:  it  ie  especially  true  in  its  interpretation  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln.    Although  there  may  be  some  slight  exaggeration, 
it  does  portray  he    more  nearly  as  she  was  than  T  think  any  other 
play  has  done.    All  in  all,  I  think  it  is  the  outstanding  Lincoln 
drama. 


Thank  you  for  calling  to  ray  attention  the  family  of  Obe 
Brumfield  Caldwell  of  Danville,  Kentucky,  and  I  will  immediately 
write  him  *>ith  reference  to  his  connection  with  the  Berry  and 
Brumfield  families,  as  we  do  know  thet  they  rere  related,  and  it 
was  a  Mr.  Caldwell  who  was  the  appraiser  of  Abraham  Linco  n's 
grandfather' s  estate. 

With  respect  to  the  Mary  Lincoln  brooch  which  I  had 
the  pi  a  sure  of  seeing  on  my  first  visit  to  Fort  Worth,  I  am 
sure  I  can  speak  for  my  daughter  that  she  would  be  delighted 
indeed  to  have  it, 

or  s;%  Ai*it  wAS  horn  in  Hoftg  nville,  Kentucky,  an    you  will 

observe  in  the  dedication  of  the  book  "Lincoln's  Parentage  and 
Childhood"  th  t  it  was  dedicated  to  h^r*  ,#jc*  sag  y  • 

o«ta*  *Tf|»  sw>i,«  hj«fiMHr&e  ot,  ybbx^Cfspjow  fjmj  fpe  soj&ti  «s/fC}j  \on  ajr'i&ssf 

;^  ,  V         One  of  her  friends  in  Hodg  nville,  who  is  a  judge  in 
the  Court  there,  whenever  he  sees  her  tells  her  there  were  two 
mot.'  famous  people  born  in  Hodg  nville,  Abraham  Lincoln  an'  Hleanor 

barren,  and  she  gets  quits  a  thrill  out  of  the  Judge's  comments. 

I  af%rt  v«.pp©5.  ss*  tft«;  nv  of  fc  3&lt*l*i$  P^mm 

On  several  occasions  as  a  child  she  appeared  in  little 

Lincoln  skits,  portraying  Grace  Bedell,  the  little  girl  who 

wrote  to  Lincoln  and  told  him  he  would  look  better  if  he  grew  a 

<|0jra  iT.?ot,  beard*    So  she  has -had  some  rather  interesting  Lincoln  contacts. 


Nr«.  John  Irion  p 

i  iwtw  jr       March  21.  1939 

rfixoojn  er^f  boi|uAr»«  (M»oo  joyejj*  tpe  jii^e  tjtj\» 


I  might  farther  say  that  Dr.  an''  Vr«    Ott*  '&1k.4^»  v 
much  attached  to  her    ann  Wr.    ^.Ji  .1       Sch»idt  became  rey 

Eleanor.  Sch**nt  ■•vc'r  ^itet  without  a. kin*  a0*u4 

«1t.  within17,  1  CaBn0t  l*gil,e  N  ««**t.r  .ould  r- 

eeir.  «lth  »oro  P'ea«™  or  appreciation  than  the  token  ,h"         wrllT  ' 

to  tell  her  of  ry  Ti«lt  rith  you/  1  ****  •PP»rt*mi*y 


Law:  3 


■VMf  ■ 


.  Y<ry  truly  yourt, 

bj<-»iate  oj,  eeoriri.  ov  «1  crtt*  aj»t/  r0  till  or*i- 

»TrP  teebocf  ic  rpe  «vx^  rrncoj-  pl©o\^  ajrrcp  f  l/w, 

Director 

*z^e  yr»  ^^^wt^crrruTToo^.^f  ^  * 

jpvp  ion  x.01.  ojtjjxdC:  fo  al  e*#evj.ron  xp©  "jpwfjl  a;,  0p# 


bje!  pv«  q0M.  yjj  yo  rjJ,  j  Wtnr  ji  je  rue  oiiferoc.  jut  nwoo 
7#  goee  bov^ut\  pe:  joolw  ueetja  tot  tp«  *»«  fjnv  i  tpYDjr  twl  o  u 

I  #-»r*]c       la  acjtfcjpjj'A  tujo  xn  f#t p^nnif^  04 

u**  rr»coJl  hjn.  ap^cp  j  y,  ,  0IH)1 

▼«FTJ»  T»  Jl«»  ioj,je  r  p*   rpe  obhottmrTrX  0\  i««rL|  rp-9 

eiOokvq  «pe  poor* 


^1  <je*nk  ^i,f  jiijou. 

i°W  totrp  ioxet 
^75  ^rVptp  Mesne 
ritt*  •xopn  1170a 


Sunday 

MRS.  JOHN  W.  IRION 

612  Eighth  Avenue    Fort  Worth,  Texas 

iliy  dear  Dr.  barren 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for 
the  play.  I  enjoyed  it  so  very  much 
"but  it  left  me  with  the  feeling  of 
poor. poor  Mary  Lincoln. 

I  had  hoped  to  be  in  Illinois 
before  this  on  some  business  in 
^hicago  but  Bs  it  is  a  court  mat- 


it  has  been  postponed,        idea  is  that 

the  first  time  I  get  a  chance  I  will 
get  Mamie (Mary  Edwards  Brown)  to  give 
me  an  affadavit  as  to  the  pin. Her  mother 
gave  it  to  my  mother  .l-'amie  told  me  she 

would  do  this. I  really  think  it  is  much 
nicer  for  people  who  have  the  love  and 
interest  in  the  ^incoln  tradition  to 
have  things  like  the  pin. So  as  soon  as 
I  can  get  this  fixed  up  I  will  send  th 
•pin  to  you  for  Eleanor. I  hope  that 
my  affairs  will  shape  up  soon  but  I 
am  afraid  that  it  will  be  fall  as  the 
opposition  are  appealing  to  the  Sup- 
reme court    and  we  think  it  will  be  to 
late  for  the  June  term.  We  have  won  in 
two  lower  courts. 

Many  thanks  for  the  play 
sincerely 


May  2,  1939 


Vrs.  John  W.  Irion 
612  Eighth  Avenue 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

My  dear  Mrs.  Irion: 

Ynu  a  ight  be  Interested  in    2  recent  artfceles 
which  I  prepared  for  our  monthly  magazine,  which  deal 
with  the  >*ary  Lincoln  story. 

We  are  making  as  attempt  to  try  and  give  Mary 
her  prop or  place  in  history  and  there  is  quite  a  fine 
response  to  the  effort  we  are  putting  forth. 

£lean or  will  Indeed  be  pleased  to  know  that 
she  is  going  to  have  such  a  very  beautiful  historic 
gift. 

She  graduates  from  William  *oodt,  Jr.  CoVege 
for  girls,  which  is  located  at  Fulton,  Missouri,  this 
coming  June. 

We  trust  yon  may  be  successful  in  your  litige 

tinns. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW! EB 


Director 


August  1*,  19*»1 


Mrs.  John  V.  Irion 
612  Eighth  Ave. 
Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

My  deer  Mrs.  Irion: 

I  have  Intended  for  some  tine  to  forward  to 
you  a  little  atory  on  Mary  Todd  which  I  think  you  will 
enjoy  reading.    It  le  entitled  *The  Matrimony  Myth," 
and  I  think  that  poesibly  along  vlth  It  you  should 
also  have  the  booklet  on  the  atory  of  the  Ann  But ledge 
Myth  as  really  they  are  companion  pieces. 

The  Lincoln  Kinsmen  Is  a  pamphlet  which  we 
are  Issuing  now  monthly  and  has  had  quite  fl  popular 
recaption. 

West  February  I  rather  fintlclpste  that  I 
will  be  in  Fort  Worth  again  as  I  usually  make  the  trip 
every  three  years,  and  It  hee  been  three  years  now 
since  I  last  visited  there. 

I  hope  you  may  enjoy  reading  the  Lincoln 

pamphlets. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IsWtml 
Incs. 


Director 
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ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  LINCOLN-TODD  MARRIAGE 


One  hundred  years  ago  on  November  4,  1842  there  oc- 
curred one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  personal 
me  oi  Abraham  Lincoln — he  married  Mary  Todd  The 
real  significance  of  the  epochal  wedding  has  been 'com- 
pletely overshadowed  by  a  trivial  piece  of  fiction  involv- 
ing Abraham  Lincoln  in  a  love  affair  with  a  girl  named 
Ann  Rutledge. 

Ever  since  the  day  when  William  Herndon  first  pub- 
licized in  Springfield,  Illinois  the  Lincoln-Rutledge  fa- 
ble, a  fictitious  story  created  by  his  own  imagination,  biog- 
raphers, authors  of  fiction,  playwrights,  poets,  magazine 
contributors  and  feature  writers  have  invariably  ignored 
the  facts  about  Lincoln's  real  romance  with  Mary  Todd 
which  culminated  in  his  marriage.  The  emphasis  placed 
on  the  alleged  Rutledge  affair  has  left  the  casual  Ameri- 
can reader  feeling  that  Lincoln's  real  venture  in  matri- 
mony was i  a  catastrophe.  One  writer  had  the  audacity  to 
state  in  the  opening  sentence  of  an  article  in  the  Read- 
er s  Digest  <January  1937):  "The  great  tragedy  of  Lin- 
coln s  life  was  not  his  assassination,  but  his  marriage." 

Probably  it  is  too  late  now  to  do  very  much  about  cor- 
recting the  ridiculous  and  wholly  undependable  story 
about  Lincoln  s  infatuation  for  Ann  Rutledge,  and  his 
supposed  mental  collapse,  approaching  suicide,  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  in  which  there  is  not  one  word  of 
truth.  It  may  not  be  too  late,  however,  to  invite  a  more 
sympathetic  attitude  toward  the  facts  relating  to  Lin- 
coln s  actual  romance  with  Mary  Todd  and  the  wedding 
which  made  them  husband  and  wife,  although  Herndon 
attempted  to  nullify  the  interest  in  the  actual  Lincoln- 
lodd  nuptials  by  printing  a  foolish  and  untenable  story 
about  Lincoln  having  at  a  previous  date  run  away  from 
a  wedding  ceremony. 

Li  Ui*  -Un!:l!  Lincoln,was  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  had 
lived  in  the  rural  districts  far  withdrawn  from  cultural 
influences.  In  these  words  he  tells  of  his  first  permanent 
SSf.™  a  town:  "On  April  15,  1837  removed  to 
bpnngfield.  His  reaction  to  this  new  situation,  socially 
at  least,  is  noted  m  a  letter  he  wrote  on  May  7,  1837  after- 
he  had  been  m  Springfield  twenty-one  days,  in  which  he 
said:  I  am  quite  as  lonesome  here  as  I  ever  was  anv- 
where  in  my  life.  I  have  been  spoken  to  by  but  one  wom- 
an since  I  ve  been  here,  and  should  not  have  been  by  her 
ii  she  could  have  avoided  it." 

1»TThat Lone  woman  who  had  spoken  to  him  may  have  been 
Mary  Todd,  cousin  of  his  law  partner,  John  T.  Stuart, 
whose  office  it  is  likely  she  visited  as  she  was  in  Spring- 
held  at  this  time  for  a  three  months'  visit.  Whether  or 
not  Lincoln  met  Mary  Todd  during  this  first  visit,  or 
did  not  meet  her  until  1839  when  she  came  there  to  make 
her  home,  we  may  feel  assured  that  he  was  captivated 
by  her  intellectual  attainments,  her  aristocratic  bearing 
her  brilliant  conversation  and  undoubtedly  was  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  she  was  a  great  admirer  and  personal 
acquaintance  of  the  venerable,  Henrv  Clay,  Lincoln's 
own  "beau  ideal  of  a  statesman."         *  " 3 

That  Lincoln  became  engaged  to  Mary  Todd  sometime 
in  the  year  1840  is  well  known,  and  that  they  anticipated 
being  married  sometime  in  1841  is  also  admitted,  but 
Herndon  s  story  about  a  proposed  wedding  to  have  ac- 
curred  on  January  1,  1841,  at  which  time  guests  were 
present  wedding  breakfast  prepared  and  Mary  was  left 
at  the  altar  with  no  bridegroom  on  hand,  is  a  gross  fab- 
ricstion. 

Mrs.  Wallace,  a  sister  of  Mary  Lincoln,  made  this 
testimony  with  reference  to  Herndon 's  fake  wedding: 


"There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  I  was  never  so 
amazed  in  my  life  as  when  I  read  that  story.  Mr.  Lincoln 
never  did  such  a  thing." 

That  the  engagement  of  Abraham  and  Mary  was 
broken  on  January  1,  1841  is  accepted,  and  while  it  is 
not  known  for  a  certainty  which  one  of  the  young  people 
was  responsible  for  the  misunderstanding,  it  is  not  evi- 
dent that  there  was  any  demonstration  on  the  part  of 
either  one  of  them  that  caused  any  expression  of  disre- 
spect. Two  factors  which  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the 
temporary  separation  was  Lincoln's  fear  that  Mary 
might  not  be  happy  in  having  to  share  his  humble  sta- 
tion, and  the  influence  of  Mary's  aristocratic  relatives 
who  looked  with  much  disfavor  on  the  match.  Mrs.  John 
T.  Stuart,  wife  of  Lincoln's  first  law  partner  claimed 
that  Mr.  Edwards,  her  guardian,  always  was  opposed 
to  Mr.  Lincoln,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  poor  young 
man  and  had  no  prospects,"  and  that,  "he  insisted  upon 
Mary  writing  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  breaking  off  the 
engagement." 

For  many  months  after  the  parting  Mary  and  Mr 
Lincoln  did  not  keep  company,  but  it  is  evident  from 
their  correspondence  with  friends  that  they  were  still  in 
love  with  each  other.  We  will  leave  it  to  Mrs.  B.  S  Ed- 
wards, a  sister-in-law  of  Ninian  Edwards,  who  married 
Mary's  sister,  Elizabeth  Todd  Edwards  with  whom  Mary 
lived,  to  tell  the  story  of  the  wedding  plans. 

"Ninian  Edwards  came  to  our  house  rather  early  in 
the  morning  of  a  November  day  and  without  any  pre- 
liminaries said:  'My  wife  wants  you  to  come  to  our  house 
this  evening.'  I  asked  what  was  going  on.  He  replied- 
'We  are  going  to  have  a  wedding.  I  met  Mr.  Lincoln  a 
while  ago  and  he  told  me  that  he  and  Mary  were  go- 
ing to  be  married  this  evening  (I  think  he  said)  at  the 
parsonage,  but  I  told  him  that  must  not  be.  Mary  was 
my  ward,  and  if  she  was  going  to  be  married  it  must  be 
from  my  house.'  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  left  his 
wife  greatly  disturbed  over  the  fact  that  she  did  not 
have  time  to  prepare  a  suitable  wedding  feast  .  .  .  Some 
little  misunderstanding  had  occurred  which  prevented 
Mr.  Lincoln  from  visiting  at  the  house,  but  Mrs.  Simeon 
Francis,  whose  husband  was  editor  of  the  Sangamo 
Journal  (a  mutual  friend),  had  made  arrangements 
that  they  should  meet  there,  and  it  was  there  the  wed- 
ding was  planned.  To  her  sister,  Mrs.  Edwards,  Mary 
had  been  reticent  and  had  not  given  the  least  intima- 
tion of  her  purpose." 

77;— reoWere  but  few  guests  at  the  wedding  and  the 
Illinois  btate  Journal,  for  November  11,  1842  carried 
this  announcement: 

"Married—in  this  city  on  the  4th  instant,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  W  N  Edwards,  Esq.  by  Rev.  C.  Dresser,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  Esq.  to  Miss  Mary  Todd,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Todd,  Esq.  of  Lexington,  Ky." 

Sam  Marshall,  of  Shawneetown,  Illinois,  sent  Lincoln 
a  check  for  legal  services  which  reached  him  just  an 
hour  before  the  wedding.  Days  later  Lincoln  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  the  money  and  commented:  "Nothing 
new  here  except  my  marrying,  which  to  me  is  a  matter 
of  profound  wonder." 

This  is  the  inscription  which  Abraham  Lincoln  had 
placed  m  the  ring  that  he  slipped  on  the  wedding  finger 
of  Mary  Todd,  one-hundred  years  ago:  "A.  L.  to  Mary 
November  4,  1842.  Love  is  eternal." 

Note— See  Lincoln  Kinsman.  No.  36. 
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Wedding  Ring  Of  Lincoln's  Wife  Part  Of 
Unusual  CpHectiopjOf  Union  City  Couple 


By  Max  Knight 

UNION  CITY.  —  A  wedding  ring' 
belonging  to  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  is 
only  one  of  several  outstanding  ar-, 
tides  in  a  collection  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  mementos  owned  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clarence  Hill  of  713 
North  Plum  street. 

Authenticity  of  each  article  in 
the  collection  is  backed  by  a 
notorized  statement  of  ownership 
and  its  originality. 

The  collection  was  given  Mar- 
garet O'Herion  Sinniger  of  Strea- 
tor,  111.,  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln, 
Lincoln's  son.  Mrs.  Sinniger  was 
a  close  friend  of  the  family  and 
was  given  the  Lincoln  mementos 
as  a  remembrance  of  that  rela- 
tionship. 

In  1935  the  collection  was  put  up 
for  sale  and  Mrs.  Grace  Teague  of 
Uticia,  Ohio,  made  the  highest 
bid. 

Soon  after  getting  the  collection, 
Mrs.  Teague  was  approached  by 
the  Smithsonian  institution  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  Ford 
foundation  at  Detroit  about  obtain- 
ing the  material  for  their  respec- 
tive museums. 

Moved  To  Florida 

But  Mrs.  Teague  decided  not' to 
let  them  go  and  upon  moving  to 
Florida  three  years  ago,  took 
the  Lincoln  collection  with  her. 

Soon  Mrs.  Teague  found  the  peo- 
ple there  did  not  have  the  en- 
thusiasm for  the  collection  that 
she  had  found  in  the  north.  Mrs. 
Teague  is  an  aunt  of  Hill,  so  when 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  visited  her  two 
years  ago,  she  gave  them  the 
keepsakes,  asking  only  that  they 
share  them  with  others. 

The  wedding  ring  belonging  to 
Mrs.  Lincoln  is  engraved  inside 
with,  "A.  L.  to  M.  T.,  Nov.  4, 
1842." 

Also  in  the  collection  is  the 
nightcap  worn  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  on 
her  wedding  night. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  also  gave 
Mrs.  Sinniger  several  items  which 
were  his  own  and  now  also  be- 
long to  the  Hills. 

Among  them  is  the  sword  given 
him  by  his  father  to  carry  during 
the  Civil  war.  It  is  engraved  to 
Capt.  R.  T.  Lincoln  from  A.  Lin- 
coln. 

A  powder  horn  carried  by  the 
young  captain  also  is  in  the  col- 
lection as  well  as  a  plate  and 
needle  and  pin  pack  given  him  by 
his  mother. 


A  photograph  by  the  famous  Civil  war  photographer  M.  B.  Brady  centers 
this  group  of  Lincolniana  articles.  Upper  left  is  &  corn  bread  mold  used  by  the 
Lincoln  family  while  the  key  to  the  Lincoln  home  at  Springfield,  111.,  is;  at  the 
center  top.  On  the  upper  righthand  corner  is  a  plate  carried 'by  "Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  during  the  Civil  war.  His  powder  horn  is  directly  below  the  plate  while 
the  powder  horn  on  the  left  was  carried  by  Abraham  Lincoln  during  the  Black 
Hawk  war.    The  sword  at  the  bottom  was  given  Robert  Todd  by  his  father. 


This  paisley  shawl  was  given  Mrs.  Lincoln  by 
Queen  ;  Victoria  of  England.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's 
photograph  is'below  the'Iace  nightcap  she  wore  on  her 
wedding  night. 


;r.T;. 


—Palladium-Item  Photos 

This  is  the  ring  giyl^ri jMary  Todd  Lincoln  by  her 
husband  Abraham  at '  their  marriagep«S?hree  cam- 
paign buttons  of  Lincoln's  are  at  the -right. 


Plan  Public  Display 

A  public  display  of  the  collec-  ] 
tion  will  .be  held  on  Sunday,  Jan. 
24,  at  the  Union  City,  library  when 
the  Randolph  county  historical  so- 
ciety puts  on  a  program/' A  film 
on  Lincoln's  life  also  will  be  show 
The  program  is,  setyfor  2  p.  m. 

"We  have  "been  historians  on  the 
Great  Emancipator  for  several 
years,"  said  Mr.,  Hill,  who  is  af- 
filiated with  the  ,3ackstay  Welt 
company  of  Union,,  City. 

"Getting  this  collection  is  a  rare 
and  wonderful  experience,"  added 
Mrs.  Hill. 

What  will  become  of  it  in  the 
future? 

"We  do  not-  know,"  said  Mrs. 
Hill.         '  . 

"But  we  do  know  we  do  not  wish 
to  give  it  away  or  sell  it  now," 
she  added. 

"Mrs.  Teague  was  good  enough 
to  give  the.  collection  to  us,'.'  she 
said,  "and  we  feel  we  should  keep 
it  safely  here  as  I  am  sure  she 
would  want  us  to  do."  _ 

'Now  that'the  word  is  out  about 

>e    Lincolniana    treasures,  the 


Hillsfare  sure  the  collection ,  soon 
will  ,  be'  taken  from  its  :wooden 
chest  and  placed  in  more  accessi- 
ble case. 

With  each  ■  of  the  certificates 
telling  about  and  giving  the  au- 
thenticity of  each,  article.-it  makes 


quite  a  display  for  all  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  Hill  living  room. 

"We  realize  .there  are  many  peo- 
ple1 who  will  want'tc^see  this  col- 
lection," said  Mrs.  Hill.-—  -i  

vMWe  hope  to  make  it  available 
;forHhem,::„.she  added»(„  1 


CIVIL  WAR  swprd  given  by  Abraham  Lincoln  to  his  son,  Capt.  Rob- 
ert Todd  Lincoln  shown  by  Clarence  Hill,  owner  of  Lincolniana  col- 


WKDDINd  RING  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  birf  brass  key  to  the  Lincoln 
home  iu  Springfield,  III.,  made  i>>  martyred  president  himself,  dis- 
played by  Mrs.  Hill. 

(t 


"HISTORICAL  AMERICANA" 


Tiffany  &  Co. 


1971-1972 


^Amie:  (3J2 )  9M=7500 


ENTIRE  CONTENTS  ©TIFFANY  &  CO-  1971 


CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS  60611 
715  NORTH  MICHIGAN  AVENUE 
PHONE  (312)  944-7500 

CONTRACT  DEPARTMENT 
FOR  BUSINESS  GIFTS,  AWARDS,  ETC. 
(312)  944-7520 

MAIL  AND  PHONE  ORDER  DEPARTMENT 
(312)  944-7506 


OTHER  BRANCH  STORES 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  California  94108 
252  Grant  Avenue    Phone:  (41 5)  781  -7000 

BEVERLY  HILLS,  California  90212 
9502  Wilshire  Blvd.    Phone:  (213)  273-8880 

HOUSTON,  Texas  77027 
The  Houston  Galleria.  501 5  Westheimer  Road    Phone:  (713)  626-0220 

ATLANTA,  Georgia  30326 
Phipps  Plaza,  3500  Peachtree  Road,  N.E.    Phone:  (404)  261  -0075 

TIFFANY  &  CO.  HEADQUARTERS 
Fifth  Avenue  and  57th  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10022 
Phone:  (212)  755-8000 


PRICES  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 

PRINTED  IN  SWITZERLAND 


Lincoln  Lore 


November,  1981 


Bulletin  of  the  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.,  Editor. 
Mary  Jane  Hubler,  Editorial  Assistant.  Published  each  month  by  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801. 


Number  1725 


MARY  TODD  LINCOLN  (1818-1882) 


At  8:15  on  the  evening  of  July  16  a  hundred  years  ago,  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln  died  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  Since  her  return  from 
Pau,  France,  in  1880,  she  had  been  living  with  her  sister  and 
brother-in-law,  Elizabeth  and  Ninian  Wirt  Edwards.  Declining 
health  rather  than  a  desire  to  end  her  self-imposed  exile  abroad 
had  caused  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  come  back  to  Springfield.  Since  her 
husband's  assassination,  Mary  had  said  repeatedly  that 
Springfield  held  too  many  memories. 

Though  she  had  taken  no  exercise  for  a  long  time,  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln was  able  with  assistance  to  move  about  her  room  until  the 
afternoon  before  her  last  day.  Plagued  with  boils,  diabetes,  and 
probably  other  illnesses  as  well,  Mary's  health  had  not  been 
good  for  years,  but  her  death  came  as  a  surprise.  It  was  reported 
that  she  was  planning  a  trip  to  the  seashore  to  restore  her 
health.  She  had  refused  to  see  a  physician  for  some  time,  but 
after  her  collapse  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifteenth,  she  con- 
sented to  see  the  Edwardses' 
family  doctor,  T.  W.  Dresser. 

There  was  nothing  Dr.  Dress- 
er could  do,  and  Mary  realized 
that  her  end  was  near.  She  did 
not  express  any  concern  about 
the  future  or  leave  any  dying 
message.  Or  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  to  say,  she  had  been  leav- 
ing her  dying  message  in  letters 
and  conversations  since  1865: 
she  wanted  to  be  free  of  earth's 
sorrows  and  to  be  reunited  with 
her  husband  and  children  in  the 
next  world.  Late  on  the  evening 
of  the  fifteenth,  she  lost  the  abili- 
ty to  speak  and  answered  ques- 
tions by  blinking  her  eyes.  At  1 
a.m.  on  the  sixteenth,  she  lapsed 
into  a  coma.  She  died  without 
any  signs  of  pain. 

Mrs.  Lincoln's  only  surviving 
son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  was 
serving  as  Secretary  of  War  in 
Washington.  Informed  by  tele- 
graph that  his  mother  was  fail- 
ing, he  received  hourly  messages 
on  her  condition.  He  arrived  in 
Springfield  Tuesday  morning, 
July  18.  The  funeral  was  the 
next  day. 

Mrs.  Lincoln's  body  lay  on 
view  in  a  casket  in  the  Ed- 
wardses' north  double  parlor. 
She  had  married  Abraham  Lin- 
coln on  the  same  spot  some  forty 
years  before.  Her  hands  were 
visible  in  the  casket,  and 
reporters  noticed  her  wedding 
ring. 


FIGURE  1.  The  last  photograph  of  Mrs.  Lincoln 


The  casket  was  closed  at  the  house  and  taken  to  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  was  thronged  with  mourners.  All  busi- 
ness in  Springfield  halted  at  this  point.  Shelby  M.  Cullom, 
Judge  Samuel  H.  Treat,  Milton  Hay,  James  C.  Conkling, 
Colonel  John  Williams,  General  John  A.  McClernand,  J.  A. 
Jones,  J.  S.  Bradford,  and  Jacob  Bunn  placed  the  coffin' at  the 
foot  of  the  altar. 

Most  of  the  pallbearers'  names  are  familiar  to  Lincoln  stu- 
dents. Shelby  Cullom  became  a  political  associate  of  Lincoln's 
after  the  .1856  Presidential  election  when  Cullom  joined  the 
Republican  party.  In  1864  he  defeated  Lincoln's  old  law  partner, 
John  Todd  Stuart,  in  a  race  for  the  United  States  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. At  the  time  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  funeral,  he  was  Gov- 
ernor of  Illinois. 
Samuel  H.  Treat  was  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court 
for  the  Southern  District  of  Illi- 
nois. Abraham  Lincoln  had 
argued  many  cases  before  him. 
Milton  Hay  had  studied  law  in 
the  Stuart  and  Lincoln  office.  By 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's 
funeral,  he  had  retired  from  a 
successful  practice. 

James  Cook  Conkling  was  the 
friend  of  longest  standing 
among  Mrs.  Lincoln's  pall- 
bearers. In  1841  Conkling  had 
married  Mercy  Ann  Levering, 
one  of  Mary's  closest  friends.  He 
was  a  political  ally  of  Lincoln's, 
close  enough  for  the  President  to 
entrust  him  with  reading  an 
important  public  letter  on 
administration  policy  to  a 
Union  mass  meeting  in  Spring- 
field in  1863.  Conkling  was  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer. 

John  Williams  was  a  Spring- 
field merchant  and  banker, 
active  in  Republican  politics, 
who  had  accompanied  President 
Lincoln's  remains  from  Wash- 
ington to  Springfield  in  1865. 
John  A.  McClernand  was  one  of 
three  Democrats  among  the  pall- 
bearers. His  association  with 
Lincoln  dated  only  from  the 
Civil  War  when  Lincoln  made 
him  a  general  as  part  of  his 
policy  of  giving  military  appoint- 
ments (and  those  only)  to  mem- 
bers of  both  parties. 

JohnS.  Bradford,  also  a  Demo- 
crat, had  been  a  neighbor  of  the 
Lincolns'  and  had  run  the  store 
where  they  bought  their  books 
and   stationery.   Jacob  Bunn, 
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Piercing  questions  about  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  earrings1 
history 


By  Jennifer  Hewlett 
jhewlett@herald-leader.com 

There's  no  doubt  that  the  pair  of  apparently  gold-mounted  black  onyx  pendant  earrings  are  old. 

But  there  is  doubt  that  they  were  ever  owned  by  former  first  lady  Mary  Todd  Lincoln. 

Yet  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  as  part  of  the  state's  Abraham  Lincoln  bicentennial  celebration,  has 
been  displaying  and  publicizing  them  as  hers,  going  so  far  as  to  say  on  its  Web  site  that  "Mary  Todd  Lincoln 
prized  these  'earbobs.'" 

The  earrings,  each  bearing  hand-painted  figures  of  a  man  and  a  woman,  were  purchased  by  the  Historical 
Society  in  late  2008  for  more  than  $19,000  through  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  in  Dallas. 

Historical  Society  Executive  Director  Kent  Whitworth  said  that,  in  the  society's  best  professional  judgment, 
the  earrings  did  once  belong  to  Mary  Todd  Lincoln. 

"We  are  thrilled  with  the  acquisition  of  those  earrings,"  he  said. 

But  others  aren't  as  sure  about  the  earrings'  authenticity. 

Documents  on  file  at  the  Historical  Society  that  came  with  the  earrings  trace  them  back  to  well-known 
collector  Charles  F.  Gunther  of  Chicago,  who  died  in  1920.  Gunther  told  the  son  of  the  man  to  whom  he  sold 
or  traded  the  earrings  that  "he  knew  they  were  Mrs.  Lincoln's  earrings  but  he  couldn't  remember  why  he 
knew  it,"  the  son's  daughter  wrote  in  a  letter  in  1970  to  another  collector  who  had  purchased  the  earrings 
from  her  family.  The  letter  is  among  the  documents  in  the  Historical  Society  file. 

"That's  not  much  of  a  provenance,"  said  Thomas  Schwartz,  director  of  research  at  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Presidential  Library  and  Museum  in  Springfield,  III. 

"They're  similar  to  other  kinds  of  jewelry  that  Mary  bought,  but  I  think  that's  about  as  far  as  you  can  go," 
said  Schwartz,  who  is  also  the  Illinois  state  historian. 

He  said  that  Gunther,  a  confectioner  who  collected  many  types  of  artifacts,  some  of  which  are  now  owned 
by  the  Chicago  History  Museum,  had  many  fine  things  in  his  collection,  but  he  also  claimed  to  have  skin  shed 
by  the  serpent  in  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Schwartz  said  more  information  connecting  the  earrings  to  Lexington  native  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  is  needed 
before  it  can  be  said  the  earrings  once  belonged  to  her. 

"It's  not  enough  that  a  collector  has  a  hunch,  especially  if  he  can't  even  provide  the  person  that  he  purchased 

it  from,"  he  said. 

Some  collectors  buy  on  impulse,  Schwartz  added.  "Their  collecting  passion  overrides  their  common  sense. 
They  buy  it  hoping  that  in  the  future  they'll  be  proven  to  be  right  in  their  instincts." 

Gunther  told  Forest  H.  Sweet,  the  son  of  Forest  G.  Sweet,  who  obtained  the  earrings  from  Gunther,  that  he 
was  sure  the  younger  Sweet  would  live  to  prove  that  the  earrings  were  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's,  according  to 
the  letter  from  the  younger  Sweet's  daughter,  Julia  Sweet  Newman  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Forest  H.  Sweet  found  as  his  proof  a  particular  photograph  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  wearing  earrings.  But  she 
is  not  wearing  the  same  pendant  earrings  in  a  photograph  of  her  that  accompanied  the  Historical  Society's 

purchase 
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That  discrepancy  was  pointed  out  to  Historical  Society  officials  by  a  reporter,  and  the  auction  house  through 
which  the  Historical  Society  bought  the  earrings  has  asked  the  family  that  owned  the  earrings  at  the  time  of 
the  2008  auction  to  look  for  the  correct  photograph.  At  the  time  of  the  2008  sale,  the  earrings  were  in  the 
estate  of  Dr.  John  K.  Lattimer,  who  had  purchased  them  from  the  Sweets  through  a  dealer  in  1968. 
Lattimer,  a  famous  urologist  who  died  in  2007,  collected  Lincoln  artifacts. 

Tom  Slater,  director  of  Heritage  Auction  Galleries'  Americana  department  and  supervisor  of  the  sale  through 
which  the  Historical  Society  bought  the  earrings,  said  Lattimer  was  disorganized  in  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
and  a  lot  of  items  in  his  collection  that  belonged  together  got  separated.  Slater  said  he  suspects  the  correct 
photograph  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  got  separated  from  the  earrings. 

But,  he  said,  "There's  really  absolutely  no  reason  to  question  those  earrings  just  because  of  the 
photograph." 

Jonathan  Mann,  who  consulted  with  the  auction  house  on  the  earrings  before  they  were  sold  to  the  Historical 
Society,  went  a  step  further. 

"I  have  no  qualms  that  the  earrings  are  Mary  Lincoln's.  I  think  it's  entirely  likely  that  they  are,  in  fact,  the  very 
pair  she  wore  to  Ford's  Theatre  the  night  of  the  assassination,  which  certainly  makes  them  much  more 
valuable,"  said  Mann,  president  of  The  Rail  Splitter,  an  organization  of  Lincoln  collectors,  dealers  and 
scholars  based  in  New  York. 

Gunther  purchased  numerous  pieces  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  clothing  and  accessories,  including  the  veil, 
cloak  and  bonnet  she  wore  to  Ford's  Theatre  on  the  night  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln's  assassination, 
from  Elizabeth  Keckly,  Mrs.  Lincoln's  dressmaker,  Mann  told  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  in  a  letter  written 
after  questions  arose  about  the  photograph. 

Mann's  letter  does  not  say  Gunther  purchased  the  earrings  from  Keckly. 

Julienne  Foster,  the  Historical  Society's  museum  registrar  and  chairwoman  of  its  accession  committee  at  the 
time  the  society  bought  the  earrings,  said  Historical  Society  officials  did  not  bring  the  earrings  to  the 
accession  committee,  which  usually  vetted  and  approved  all  items  being  added  to  the  museum  collection. 
She  is  no  longer  with  the  Historical  Society. 

The  provenance,  or  documentation  of  the  history,  of  the  earrings  is  not  very  solid,  she  said. 
"I  think  there's  no  direct  connection  with  those  earrings  to  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,"  she  said. 
But  Whitworth  said  he  was  satisfied  with  research  that  went  into  the  purchase. 

"I  feel  good  about  the  process.  I  feel  good  about  the  research  that  was  done,"  he  said.  "We're  really  excited 
to  have  this  and  other  Lincoln  items  in  our  collection  now." 

Robert  Rich,  who  recently  became  president  of  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society  executive  committee  board, 
is  not  so  sure  that  buying  the  earrings  was  a  good  idea. 

"They  are  old  earrings,  but  whether  they're  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  earrings,  I  don't  think  there's  any  certainty 
of  that.  It  may  have  been  a  professional  mistake  to  buy  these  things  without  much  provenance,"  he  said. 

Rich  said  the  Historical  Society  had  nothing  that  had  belonged  to  the  former  first  lady  for  the  bicentennial 
celebration  and  was  eager  to  obtain  something  of  hers  to  display.  Society  management  had  the  earrings 
vetted  by  experts,  he  said. 

In  addition  to  the  authenticity  of  the  earrings,  questions  have  arisen  about  modifications  that  have  been 
made  to  them. 

Hooks  for  pierced  ears  that  were  originally  part  of  the  earrings  were  replaced  with  ear  screws  so  Newman's 
mother  could  wear  them.  The  original  hooks  were  lost. 

"You'd  like  to  keep  things  in  the  original  state,"  Schwartz  said.  "It  does  affect  the  integrity  of  the  item,  not 
necessarily  its  historical  importance." 

Newman  noted  in  her  letter  to  Lattimer  that  Gunther  was  elderly  when  he  sold  or  traded  the  earrings  to  her 
grandfather. 

"What  a  pity  some  men  don't  record  information  when  they  are  young  and  can  remember!"  she  wrote.  "My 
father  was  guilty  of  this  neglect  too;  he  left  no  written  records  of  any  kind." 
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PierciYig  questions  about  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  earrings'  history  -  Local. 


http://www.kentucky.com/news/local/v-print/story/  1030209.html 


Forest  H.  Sweet  had  tried  to  sell  the  earrings  to  auto  magnate  Henry  Ford  for  $2,500  in  the  1930s,  his 
daughter  wrote  in  another  letter  to  Lattimer.  A  copy  of  a  packing  slip  from  Ford  Motor  Co.  bearing  the  name 
of  Ford's  son,  Edsel,  indicates  the  earrings'  return  to  Sweet. 

Reach  Jennifer  Hewlett  at  (859)  231-3308  or  1-800-950-6397,  Ext.  3308 
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